Bioabsorbable implants: review of clinical experience in orthopedic surgery.
Bioabsorbable implants are widely used in orthopedic surgery today and the worldwide market is expanding rapidly. Despite the popularity of these implants, reports of complications continue to appear in the literature. Although the complications rarely have an adverse affect on long-term outcomes, the reports are too numerous to be mere isolated incidents related to one specific implant. Complications have been reported with most of the commercially available implant materials with varying incidence rates and severities of reactions to the implants. The purpose of this review is to summarize the adverse events that have been reported in clinical trials of bioabsorbable implants in orthopedic surgery.